
Now is the time...
If you are a healthy older adult with 

normal memory, this could be the 

right time for you to join the fight to 

prevent the memory loss of Alzheimer’s 

disease.

Please call 844-A-4-STUDY
(844-247-8839) 

 or vist 
http://a4study.org

for additional information

Want more information on Alzheimer’s 
Disease research?  Please contact or 

visit the Alzheimer’s Disease Education 
and Referral Service (ADEAR)

Call the ADEAR Hotline 1-800-438-4380

http://www.nia.nih.gov/alzheimers

A4 Study Partnership
The A4 study is a public-private 
partnership, funded by the National 
Institutes of Health, Eli Lilly and 
Company, and several philanthropic 
organizations, working together in an 
effort to prevent memory loss due to 
Alzheimer’s disease.

For more information: 
What is a clinical study?

Clinical studies are scientific 
investigations that help doctors find better 
treatments. Before a new medication can 
be approved by the FDA as a treatment 
for disease, it must be proven to be 
safe and effective in research studies, 
which investigate how people react to 
the medication in a carefully controlled 
setting. 

Every year, thousands of people choose 
to take part in clinical research studies to 
gain access to potential new medications 
and to help scientists and doctors 
understand more about illnesses and how 
treatments for them may work.

Are there risks involved in the A4 study?

All clinical studies, including the A4 
study, may involve some risks associated 
with participation. If you are considering 
participation in A4, you will have detailed 
discussions with physicians and research 
staff regarding the investigational anti-
amyloid treatment and other aspects of 
the A4 study. 

Participants will be closely monitored 
throughout the study for any study-related 
adverse events. 



What is the A4 Study About? 

The Anti-Amyloid Treatment in 
Asymptomatic Alzheimer’s study (the “A4 
study” for short) is a clinical study for older 
individuals (65 to 85 years of age) who 
may be at risk for memory loss due to 
Alzheimer’s disease (AD). 

The A4 study is investigating a new drug 
intervention that may reduce the impact 
of a protein known as “amyloid” or “beta 
amyloid” plaques in the brain. Scientists 
believe that accumulation of amyloid in the 
brain may play a key role in the eventual 
development of AD-related memory loss. 

The A4 anti-amyloid investigational drug 
targets amyloid build-up in the brain with 
the aim of slowing memory loss associated 
with the development of AD. 

How will I know whether it is the right time for 
me to participate? 

•	 The	A4	study	will	enroll	1,000	people	
between the ages of 65 through 85 with 
normal thinking and memory function but 
with evidence of amyloid plaque buildup in 
the brain. 

•	 Physicians	and	researchers	will	use	PET	
amyloid imaging scans to determine whether 
a potential participant has evidence of 
elevated amyloid buildup 

•	 Individuals	with	elevated	amyloid	on	the	PET	
scan will be eligible to become participants in 
the A4 study. 

•	 People	who	do	not	show	evidence	of	
elevated brain amyloid may be asked to 
participate in a separate study. This group will 
not receive the study drug but will complete 
the same memory tests every six months to 
compare changes in cognition over time. 

What happens during the study? 

Participants enrolled in the A4 study will visit 
the clinical research site once a month for three 
years. Half the participants in the A4 study will 
receive the anti-amyloid investigational drug, 
and half will receive a “placebo” (non-active 
agent used for comparison). The drug and the 
placebo are given by an intravenous infusion 
every month.  

Participants will need to have a “study partner” – 
someone to answer questions once a year about 
your memory and ability to perform “daily-life” 
activities.  We will also monitor study participants’ 
health throughout the A4 study using assessments 
such as: 

•	 Memory	and	thinking	tests	

•	 ECGs	(a	look	at	your	heart)	

•	 MRI	scans	(a	way	to	take	a	picture	of	your	
brain) 

•	 Blood	and	urine	tests	

The time could be right now 


